'TO THE 


ONOURABLE 


Houſe of Commons aflembled in ParLiamett. 


he humble Petition of the Weaver s,Cloathworkers,and Wor{:- 
ed-combers, of the old and new drapery of this Kingdom. 


SHEWETH 
Hat whereas your Honours have bin pleatcd to take into {your tkeriouns Confideratle 
on:the ſeveral] g1EtVances mentioned inthe general! Petition of the Clotkiers, 
of the 0d and newDrapery of this Kivgdon:,znd provided ſuch a law that the 
ſaid greevarces may be redreſt;or which they {hail ever be bound is thanktull- 
nefle to God, as alſo be likewiſe eblicged to do you fairhfull ſervice. 
| .Now for aſtanch as the exccurion of the Law is the Jifeof it, and without 
at your Peritioners ſhall have little or no benifitby it, They humbly dilite that there may be 
\mmiſſioners ard Officers appoin:ec, for every County of this Kingdom ; woo tnay have Poe 
r and authority, to profecure the Law for us againlt « ſ:adors : the pccilit'y whereof, we 
all propoundt.efe reaſons ro your ſerious conſideration. 
Firt, Bzcaule the grievances are many and ſeveral! , ard for every man to proſecure his owne 
te, in the Cots of Jud,cature againſt offcn lert, will be fo chargeable, thac the remedy will 
worlſe then the diſeaſe, 
Secondly, Becauſe your Petitioners the oreate(t yart of chem are poore men,and þ:ve but a ſmal 
>>. And mok of thoſe that do offend are rich 3 So that they are not able to pro{cute Suits in 
w againlt them, , : 
Thirdly, Becauſe they cannot ſpare time to neglect their ſeverall trades and caliings; forit 
ey ſhould, ir would be a great lofle and hindet ance to them. 
Fourthly, IF it ſhould be lefr for every one to profecnte the Law, then. none would: and fo ic 
uld be in the ſame condition ir was before, as may be inſtanced in theſe particulars. There was, 
W5:2rme made in guinto Elizabeth, That whoſoever did ufc or exerciſe any trades, arcs, or mylte- 
5 ard did not ſerye feavcu yeates Apprentiſhip,ſheuld forfeit fourty (hiilings for cvery month, 
Hee fame Starore is ſtill in force. 55 there were diverſ: Statutes made that are fill in force, That 
 $yhoſoever did ſell any deceirfull craſh in wooll, ſhox'd forfeit. fix pence upon every Vieece, but 
Þecaalſe there was no proviſion made, that tHme particuler perſors miglt have been 2ppoiricd to 
&xeccuce thoſe Lawes, the Subjes have had lict!s or m benific by them; For there are more tnar 
ſe and exerciſe Trades, Arts, apd Mylteries that neve: {erved Apprentiſhip, then thoſe that hav-. 
and more deceitfell traſh is now ſold 1a wooll then hath been praQtiſed in former ages. By t 16ſec 
and diverſe othergrounds and reaſons may be made zppeare,] that there 13 2 necefiry of havin? 
Commiſſioners and Officers, to proſecute the Law Againlt offenders. OT : 
| Wherefore they humbly pray this Henourable aflembly, That there m.ay be Ccgrmnifhio + 
ners and Officers appointed, as 15 preſcribed inthe generall Petition, And tor as gucci 83 
cheir care, charge, and paines will be great, in the proſecution of fo great a bnſinet{c” that 
doth concerne the generall 2ood of this Kingdom (eſpecially the good of your Peritiene 15) 
therefore they are willing and will be likewiſe ready to allow them fizteen pence a yeare f,'C 
every broad loome , and twelue pence a yeare for every narrow ioome, to be paid by the 
Weavers, ewelve Pence a ycar tO be paid by cvery Clcachworker, and twelve penc- a ve A 
to be paid by every Worlted Comber quarterly, Dcfiring that it may be confirmed upon 
the ſaid Cemmiſſtoners and Officers, by AR, or Ordinance of Parljan:enr, for the faichtul 
d4iſcharge of that truſt that (hall be repoſed in. thei, ail which we humbly ſubmic; * 


And as in duty bonind frall ever pro 7, £*c, 


